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Primary Elections

What is a party primary election?
The Democratic and Republican Parties are required to use primary elections 
to choose their candidates for the general election.

How can I vote in a party primary election?
Generally, you must be registered as a Democrat or Republican to take part 
in that party’s primary election.

Contests on the 2011 Baltimore City 
Ballot
Mayor
President of the City Council
Comptroller
Member of the City Council

Contests on the 2012 Presidential Ballot
President/Vice President of the United States
United States Senator
Representatives in Congress
Judges of the Circuit Court
Judges of the Court of Special Appeals
Judges of the Court of Appeals
County Commissioner (Cecil County)
Board of Education (Allegany, Anne Arundel, Calvert, Caroline, Carroll, Cecil, 
Dorchester, Frederick, Garrett, Howard, Kent, Montgomery, Prince George’s, Queen Anne’s, 
St. Mary’s, Somerset, Talbot, Washington and Worcester Counties)
Delegates to the Democratic National Convention
Delegates to the Republican National Convention

Contests to be elected
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Election Calendar
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Last day to register to vote before the Primary Election
August 23, 2011  >  9 pm

Early Voting
September 1-3, 2011  >  centers open 10 am to 8 pm
September 6-8, 2011  >  centers open 10 am to 8 pm

Primary Election Day
September 13, 2011  >  polls open 7 am to 8 pm 

Voter registration reopens
September 26, 2011

Last day to register to vote before the General Election
October 18, 2011 >  9 pm

Early Voting
October 28-29, 2011  >  centers open 10 am to 8 pm 
October 31-November 3, 2011  >  centers open 10 am to 8 pm

General Election Day
November 8, 2011 >  polls open 7 am to 8 pm

Voter registration reopens
November 21, 2011
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Last day to register to vote before the Primary Election
March 13, 2012  >  9 pm

Early Voting
March 24 and March26-29, 2012  >  centers open 10 am to 8 pm
Sunday, March 25, 2012  >  centers open 12 pm to 6 pm

Primary Election Day
April 3, 2012  >  polls open 7 am to 8 pm 

Voter registration reopens
April 16, 2012

Last day to register to vote before the General Election
October 16, 2012 >  9 pm

Early Voting
October 27-November 1, 2012  >  centers open 10 am to 8 pm 
Sunday, October 28, 2012  >  centers open 12 pm to 6 pm

General Election Day
November 6, 2012 >  polls open 7 am to 8 pm

Voter registration reopens
November 19, 2012
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Voting

In Person Voting
You may vote in person during early voting or at your assigned polling 
place on election day.

When and Where

When can I vote?
Please review the election calendars in this brochure for the specific 
dates for early voting for upcoming elections. During the early voting 
period, early voting centers are open continuously from 10 am to 8 pm 
each day except Sundays. On Sundays, early voting centers are open 
from 12 pm to 6 pm.

On election day, polls are open continuously from 7 am to 8 pm.

If you are in line at 8 pm, you will be permitted to vote. If you are 
unable to vote during early voting or on election day or would prefer to 
vote by absentee ballot, please review the section on absentee voting.

Where will I vote?

During early voting, you can vote at any early voting center in the 
jurisdiction where you reside. Early voting centers are listed at www.
elections.state.md.us.

On election day, you should vote at the polling place listed on your 
Voter Notification Card.  You can also look up your polling place at
www.elections.state.md.us.

Voting Systems

How will I cast my vote?

During early voting or on election day, you will vote on a touchscreen 
voting system. With a touchscreen voting system, you touch the screen 
to make, change, and review selections and cast a ballot.  

Instructions will be available at the early voting centers and at your 
polling place to familiarize you with the ballot. You may ask an election 
judge to explain how to vote, but you must cast your vote alone, unless 
you are unable to do so because you have a disability or are unable to 
read or write the English language. 

For absentee voting and provisional voting, you will be issued a paper 
ballot. You will fill in the oval next to the candidate or ballot question 
response for which you want to vote. At the local board of elections, 
your ballot is fed into an optical scan voting unit, which reads and 
tabulates the selections you made. 
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Language

Are election materials available in languages other than English?

Federal law requires Montgomery County to provide election materials in 
Spanish. Non-English materials may be provided in other jurisdictions on 
a voluntary basis. Contact your local board of elections to determine what 
is available in your jurisdiction. 

Accessibility
Maryland’s touchscreen voting system allows for independent voting by 
most voters with disabilities. The ballot is available in magnified and 
contrasting text and in an audio format. The touchscreen is adjustable to 
accommodate voters who prefer to sit while voting. 

Assistance
If you have a disability or are unable to write or read the English language, 
you may select someone to assist you. By law, your employer, an agent 
of your employer, an officer or agent of your union, or a challenger or 
watcher are not allowed to assist you. An election judge may assist you, but 
only in the presence of another election judge of a different political party.

Absentee Voting
Eligibility

Any registered voter may vote by absentee ballot. 

Application Process

How do I apply for an absentee ballot?

You must apply in writing for an absentee ballot. An application may be 
printed from the State’s website at www.elections.state.md.us, or requested 
by telephone, in writing, or in person at your local board of elections. 

You may apply for an absentee ballot by mail or fax for the 2011
Baltimore City Election until:

	 >   �Tuesday, September 6, 2011, for the Primary Election
	 >   �Tuesday, November 1, 2011, for the General Election

You may apply for an absentee ballot by mail or fax for the 2012
Presidential Election until:

	 >   �Tuesday, March 27, 2012, for the Primary Election
	 >   �Tuesday, October 30, 2012, for the General Election

To apply for an absentee ballot after these dates through election day, you 
must apply in person at your local board of elections.

Absentee  Voting
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When will I receive my absentee ballot?

When your application is processed and you are qualified, an absentee 
ballot will be mailed or issued to you. Ballots are typically available 3 weeks 
before an election.  If you are a military or overseas voter, your ballot will 
be transmitted to you at least 45 days before an election.

Can someone else pick up and return my absentee ballot?

You may designate an agent, on a form provided by the local board of  
elections or available at www.elections.state.md.us, to obtain and return 
your absentee ballot. For more information, contact your local board of 
elections.

Voting Process

How do I cast an absentee ballot?
With your absentee ballot, you will receive detailed instructions on how 
to complete the ballot. Please read these instructions and return the voted 
ballot to your local board of elections promptly.  

	 > If you hand deliver your absentee ballot, you must deliver it to your 
local board of elections by 8 pm on election day.

	 > If you mail your absentee ballot, you must mail it on or before election day 
and it must be received by your local board of elections by 10 am on:

• Wednesday, September 21, 2011, for the Baltimore City 
   Primary Election

• Friday, November 18, 2011, for the Baltimore City General   
    Election

• Friday, April 13, 2012, for the Presidential Primary Election

• Friday, November 16, 2012, for the Presidential General 
  Election

All ballots must have a postmark on or before election day. Postage is 
required when you mail your ballot. You must sign the absentee ballot 
envelope for your ballot to count.

Absentee Voting




